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Amendments to Claims 

1 . (Cuirently Amended) An intimate blend of staple fibers, comprising: 10 to 75 
parts by weight of at least one aramid staple fiber, 15 to 80 parts by weight of at least one 
flame retardant cellulosic staple fiber, selected from the grou o consisting of FR rayqn, FR 
acetate, FR triacetate, FR Ivpcell and fiber whic li rf^ntAin^^ silicon dioxide in the form of 
pnWsilicic acid in a cellulose supporting structure, and 5 to 30 parts by weight of at least one 

polyaxnide staple fibeii 

with the proviso that not more than 40 percent bv weight of the intimate blend 

contains silicon dioxi de, if present. 

2. (Original) The intimate blend of claim 1, wherein there are 20 to 40 parts by 
weight of the at least one aramid staple fiber, 50 to 80 parts by weight of the at least one flame 
retaxdant cellulosic st^le fiber, and 15 to 20 parts by weight of the at least one polyamide 
staple fiber. 

3 . (Original) The intimate blend of claim 1 , wherein the at least one aramid st^le 
fiber is selected fi-om the group consisting of para-aramid fibers, meta-aramid fibers, and 
mixtures thereof. 

4. (Original) The intimate blend of claim 2, wherein ibc at least one aramid staple 
fiber is selected firom the group consisting of para-aramid fibers, meta-aramid fibers, and 
mixtures titxereof. 

5. (Original) The intimate blend of claim 1, wherein the at least one aramid 
staple fiber is poly(metaphenylene isophthalamide) and the at least one flame retardant 
cellulosic staple fiber is flame retardant rayon. 

6. (Original) The intimate blend of claim 2, wherein the at least one aramid st^le 
fiber is poly(metaphenylene isophthalamide) and the at least one flame retardant cellulosic 
staple fiber is flame retardant rayon. 

7. (Currently Amended) The intimate blend of claim 1 , wherein the at least one 
aramid staple fiber is poly(metaphenylene isophthalanxide) and the at least one flame retardant 
cellulosic staple fiber comprises silicon dioxide in the form of polysilicic acid in a cellulose 
supporting structure, and the oilicon dioxide in tho form of polysilicic aoid in a ooUulose 
supporting Gtruoturo ia pres e nt in on amount of no more than iO porocnt by w ei ght of th e 
intimate blond f 
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8. (Currently Amended) The intimate blend of claim 2, wherein the at least one 
aramid staple fiber is poly(metaphenylene isophthalamide) and the at least one flame retardant 
cellulosic staple fiber comprises silicon dioxide in the form of polysilicic acid in a cellulose 
sxipporting stmcture and the silicon dioxid e in the fonn of polysilicic acid in a ooIIuIogo 
s upporting structur e is pr e s e nt in an amottot of no mor e than - ^Qporoont by weight of the 
intimot e b tead- 

9. (Original) A yam comprising the intimate blend of claim 1. 

10. (Original) A flame retardant fabric comprising the yam of claim 9. 

1 1 . (Original) The flame retardant fabric of claim 10, wherein the flame retardant 
fabric has a basis weight of from 4 to 15 ounces per square yard. 

1 2. (Original) A flame retardant article of clothing comprising the flame retardant 
fabric of claim 1 1 . 

13. (Original) The flame retardant fabric of claim 10, wh^ein the flame retardant 
fabric has a basis weight of from 5.S to 1 1 ounces per square yanl 

14. (Original) A flame retardant article of clothing comprising the flame retardant 
fabric of claim 13. 

15. (Original) A yam comprising the intimate bl^ of claim 5. 

1 6. (Original) A flame retardant fabric comprising the yam of claim 15. 

17. (Original) The flame retardant fabric of claim 16, wherein the flame retardant 
fabric has a basis weight of from 4 to 1 5 ounces per square yard. 

1 8. (Original) A flame retardant article of clothing comprising the flame retardant 
fabric of claim 17. 

19. (Original) The flame retardant fabric of claim 16, wherein the flame retardant 
^ric has a basis weight of from 5.5 to 1 1 oxmces per square yard. 

20. (Original) A flame retardant article of clothing comprising the flame retardant 
£abric of claim 19. 
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